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| Pfal: 42. x1. Why "7 caſt down O my Soul > And why art 
| thou diſquieted within me 2 Fope thou in GOD : For I ſhall 
| yet praiſe Him, who is the Eealth of my Conntenance, and 
my GOD. 


Ecce par 'DEO Dignum, vir Bonus cum' Mala Fortuna com- 
politus, Seneca: 
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FE Actings of the Spirit of GOD arc Har- 
| monious on every Bcheving Soul, varying 
only according to the different Circum- 
ſtancesof the Reſpective Perſons, ours being Conge- 
nial at the time; I hopewhat affoorded me Solace, 
may have the ſame Effe&t on any of you who cn- 
deavourtoſeck GOD in carneſt, that it may prove 
Saucccſsful for that Effect, next to the Honour of 
our Exalted LORD and Maſter, isthe carneſt Pray- 
er of His unworthy Servant, And 
bi Tour fellow Sufferer in t he Kingdom 
Kirkwal, Febr: 5, and Patience of FESUS - 
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SERMON 
OF 
DAVIDGi Diſtreſs and De- 


Itverance. 


x Sam: 30. 6. And David was greatly Diſtreſſed, for the People 
ſpake of Stonning him, becauſe the Soul of all the People was 
greived , every Man for his Sons and for his Daughters 4 But 
- David encouraged himſelf in the LORD his GOD. 


HE preceeding Hiſtory ſhews the ground of rheſe 
Words :. Thar being plain, I proceed to the Words 


themſelves. In which, remark the State of a Reli- 
| gious Soul under Diſtreſs , that in the midl(t of a 
Storm without, hath Calm Weather within. Obſerve 1/4. A 


Storm from all Corners, beating on the Divine Soul. 2ly. The 


Sedate calm and ſerene Temper thereof; I ſhall conſider them 
as they ly. 

Firſt. Inward Diſtreſs, 4rr: Mont: Ft Anguſtia fuit David 
valde, Jun: & Trem: Anguſtia efſet Davidi valde. The trou- 
bles thar: lighted on the Bodies of others fell on his Spirir; 
Outward Providences are no Straits, till they ger into the 
Heart,a total ſtoppage of the Paſſages about the Heart, cauſes 
Death, a CoarQation from the Senſe of imminent or preſent 


Evils thereof, Grief.: 
A.2 2/y, People 
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24ly, Peoples Tongues, boyling cauſes Froath, when the 
Heart is in bitterneſs, the Tongue will give vent, according 
to the Mans Diſpoſition, in Words, of Diſcontent or finful 
Paſſion. | | 
34ly, When the Waves riſe higher,. bad Words.often end 
in worſe Actions; if not prevented by Providence or Grace: 
The ſtroke that was from GOD, is charged on David: They 
ſec the Stone, and not the Hand therefore , would throw it 
back at him, as the ſuſpected perſon. 
4thly, The Ground of all, and that r/. Inward, their Soul 
was gricved, Arr: Mont: Quod amartudine affetaefſet omnis ani» 
ma, Tun: © Trem: Erat enim amarus animus populi, Theſe 
troubles like fowre Leaven, had fermented their Hearts. 
 24ly, Outward, for their Sons and. Daughters, theſe are 
Mens greateſt Treaſures, their Goods were alſo taken away ; 
Burt this aſllicts more,that theHope of ſurviving in their Poſte- 
rity Was gone. | | 
2dly, Under all this, conſider the Calmneſs of David's Spi- 
rit, 7ranquillus Deus tranquillat omnia, {ayes one, Sapientis ani- 
mus elt inſtar flatus mundi ſupra lunam: ſemper illic ſerenum eff, 
ſayes Seneca, Wherein notice 1/7. His Frame, Arr: Mont: ro- 
boravit3, heſlrengrhncd himſelf: Jun: & Trem: confirmavit,he 
confirmed himſelf, and that on a two fold Ground. 

Firſt, The Power, All-Sufficiency and Soveraignity of GOD, 
Tſa: 26. 4. In the LORD FTEHOYV AH is everlaſting Strength, 
His Name is a ſtrong 7ower, Prov: 18. 10. 

2dly, His Tntercſt in Him, JEHOVAH denotes his E(- 
ſence, Flifbadd.ai his Power and All-Suſhciency, but Domino 
Deo ſuo,dcnores Davids Proprictie. There is muchDivinity in 
Pronownes, ſayes Luther, 'The Name LORD hath Thunder, 
but my GCD Swceetneſs. GOD, even thy GOD, ſhall bleſs 
thee, Pſal: 67. 6. 


From-the Words thus explained, many DoQtrines might be 


deduced; Bur my deſigne is to infilt on. the Latter Parr, 
which contains this Propoſition. Under 


; 
' 
| 


Under ſtraits, Outward or Inward, on the Sout, Body or 
Condition, the Sovcraignity, Power and All-Sufficiency of 
GOD, and an Intercſt in Him, gives encouragement and 
Comfort. In the proſecution of this, conſider firſt, what there 
is in GOD to Encourage , and this will diſcoycr that there is 
nothing in other things, that is not in him. 

The Encouragements from God are reduceable to theſe four 
Heads. Fir/t, His Attributes , there is a Stock of Comfort, 
a Well-ſpring of Everlaſting Delight, a Fountain that cannot be 
drawn dry; His poweris for His people, and againſt their E- 
nemies. The ſame Cloud is dark on the /Zgyprians ſide, light 
on the 7ſraelit; : His Wiſdom guides thcir Es and wayes; 
And when humane policy, mean arts, and contrivances prove 
like a foot out of Joynt, this gives light and direQion. His 
g00dneſs, that ſeems wraptup in the Cloud, tho it ſhinz nor 
on their outward conditions ; Y ct with its Rayes Illuſtrates 
their Hearts: As the Sun, when the Clouds enterpoſe berwixr 
its light and us, ſhines ſtill above. His Truth is more than 
the dim light of nature, or theMoon-ſhine of legal Ceremonies, 
or the faint conceits of men;(like an zgnis fatuus or ſtella micans) 
it ſhines on all, according to their cappacities , and its Enter- 
tainment.His Holineſs like nitecr or ſope, tho it toſs, yer it re« 
fines the Soul : Yea his Juſtice, which of all the reſt looks 
molt terrible, brings them ro at by lower motives of fear, 
which better experience ſublimats to hope , till it end in the 
moſt manic and rational inducement of Obedience, Love. 
Thus theſe his attributes, thos{ceming to dim wit, to d ſ:gree; 
Yet concur Harmoniouſly to the Souls encouragement, firſt in 
duty, and thenin comfort: For the ſeeking encouragement in 
the latter without the former, is but putting a ſurface over the. 
the Wound, while ir feſters within. | 
: | Secondly, 
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Secondly, His providences look favourably on the gracious 
heart, rhat paſlage, 7/a. 26. 21. Come My people, enter into 
thy Chambers, &c. Whether it be to be underſtood of the at- 
eributes , or providences, or promiſes of GOD, is truce of ali 
"three, and by interpreters, is thought to be taken from the 
common practice of men,who then there are dangers or ſtorms 
abroad, betake totheir Houſes, or to that, Exod: 9. 19, 20. 
Of not going out of their houſes, Exod: 12. 22. Or to relate 
to that of Rahab. Joſh: Chap: 2. Even theſe diſpenſations, the 
{oul is ready to entertain ſych thoughts of, as Facob, Gen: 42. 
36. All theſe things are againſt me; Yet, as with him, all was 
concurring for the good of his familie, and the Church; So 
theſe Paſſages, whereof we judge ante quintum afum in the 
end are found the beſt, yea needful. If Abraham can bear 
riches, he ſhall have them. If to Lazarus Soul poverty be 
meeteſt, he muſt have it. A dung-hill exerciſes Jobs patience 
'as the Bench had done his integrity and Charitie : In the one 
he wanted feet to guide him, cxcept theſe of faith and pati- 
Licnce, in the other he was feet to the lame, Let us never 
entertain bad thoughts of providence , till we ſee the whole 
frame. That paſſage is more comprehenſive than ordinary 
Chriſtians are aware of, Rom: 8. 28. All things work together 
for good, to them which love GOD. There arc ſome _ uttered an 
expreſſion, which muſt be cautiouſly ſaid and explained, that 
their ſins did them moſt good , and their graces leaſt, not in 
their own naturc, bur corruption or grace mingling, ſin became 

martcer of Humiliation, their graces of elation of mind. 
Thirdly, The promiſes of God , are a Wellſpring of com- 
fort, if infidelity did not dam up, or diyert its conduits. 
1 here is more to be ſeen be a Gratious Heart in one promiſe, 
than a thouſand volumns, where the Soul is convinced of Di- 
vine veracity, and perſwaded of the certainty of Divine reve- 
lation; And 1am perſwaded , that ſuppoſing a God and pro- 
vidence 
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vidence, Which none in their wits dare deny; Yea in their ſe- 
cret thoughts muſt ſay, quid fj 2 Suppoſing this, I ſay, the 
certainty and fullneſs of - them,” ſuitable ro all conditions, &- 
vents and circumſtances, is encouraging: So that there is not 
any condition the Soul can labour under, but it finds ſomething + 
in the word that meets it. It were a tranſcibing Holy write, 
co give particular inſtances. Iam perſwaded none in the [caſt 
degree acquaint with Chriſtianity can deny it , only herein 
lyes our error , that as we are ready to miſtruſt the promiſes 
_ they are due, ſo alſo to truſt to them when they do not 

ong. | 

4/y, Experiences from GOD's aftings on the Soul in every 
Condition, are a great ground of Encouragement ;. This ex- 
tends not only to the Outward Courſe of Providence, but e- 
ſpecially. to the Inward Actings on the Hearr, for the Infinit- 
ly Wiſe GOD diſcovers Himſelf unto us rhree wayes. 

Firſt, In the Works of Nature, this vaſt Frame, all its 
Wheels are guided by an Architect, that is Wiſe, Great, and 
Good, and he that guides well the Univerſal Frame, will 
much more his peculiar Servants. 

: 2ly, Of Providence, there indeed, things, if we eye their 
outward Surface, ſeem not-ro-roule in {o. regular a Courſe, 
being byaſſed by Mens corruptions; Yer till without any 
confuſion : Things may indeed ſeem to us to act confulealy, 
but GOD is Orderly in all His Workings, and the-wayes 
Men takes to build, He takes to demoliſh ; For the ſame very 
Methods the Fooliſh World attempt to ruine the Gracious Soul 
by, are the Wayes the Wiſe GOD is uſing for their Eſtabliſh- 
ment. Foſeph's ſelling into Agypt, was defigned for his ru- 
ine, and defeating his Prophetic dreams, while providence 
was making-uſe of the ſame to raiſe both the patient and A- 


gents. Thirdly, The experiences of his goodneſs, appear lg- 
nally 
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nally inads of grace, his ſecrer dealings on the Souls .of met! 
I ſhall inſtance only ſome of them ſuirable to the Text. 


Experience 1, When he ſhuts one Fountain he opens another. 


David could have no room in Fa«dah, gets it among his very 
enemies in Zicklag; And when he wants outward Ordinances, 
wants not alſo Divine Conſolations: if his condition be ſtrait» 
ned outwardly, its enlarged inwardly. If FHagars Bottle be 
ſpcnt, there is ſupply at hand. If Canaas yield no Corn, /Z- 
gypt muſt. If he take away the Staff of Bread, and ſupport 
withour it, we want nothing. Were tyed to the means, fo 
is not he. If he ſhut Miniſters Mouths , he can open their 
hearts.If he withdraw maintainance from Authority,before his 
Prophet want meat, a Ravea it {elf unclean to be eaten, ſhall 
fetch clean food. | 

Experience 2, GOD is not alwayes againſt theſe whom 


men are: Vifrixcauſa, diis placuit; Sed vitta Catoni: (aid the. 


Poct : Tho even among good men, theit corruptians may be 
ſtriving againſt one another,,GOD is oft on the Sufferers ſide. 
Saul indeed, 1 Sam: 28. 15. may have the Phili/tins preſent 


and GOD abſent; Bur here there is diſtre(s' from men, and en- : 


couragement from and in GOD. The band of men may be 
near JESUS to Crucify; but the Angel is as near to Comfort 
him. 


Experience 3. Outward ſtraits end not there, but. at length. 


{traiten the heart : For troubles are not worthicof that name, 
till they rcach the heart. Fob. 34. 29. If he giveth quietneſs, 
who then can make trouble, and e contra. As.is the heart, ſuch 
is the man, cither Cloudy ar comfortable. Croſles or comforts 
cither begin or -end there, If GOD's preſence be not with 
us, we move like Pharaohs, Chariots in the red Sca; bur-if the 
Oyl ot Joy anoint the Wheels, like the Chariots of Aminadab, 
awilling People, Neh; 8. 10. ; 

Experience 
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" Ir:vcſtiture. The {/raelites at Baalzephon, ſec Low ſtraitned, 
B 
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Exyerievce 4th, The Fear and Love of GOD, caſts our the 
fear of Men : David eying the ZiKlagrtes ſaw nothing bur 
ſtonning ; Eying GOD, Encouragement, 7/a. 8. 13, 14. The 
fear of Men eſpyes nothing but a Conſpiracy, :the Fear of 
GOD, a Sanctuarie, Perfect Lovecaſteth our tear of Suffer- 
ing be Men. 1 John 4. 18. When there appears darkneſs 0- 
verſpreading the Hemiſphere, ina Storm or Ecclipſe, the Sun 
that is darkned is not ſer. JESUS can tell, John 19. 11. Te 
had not had power over me if it had not been given you from Above. 
Experience 5th. Tho GOD permits to annoy ; yet gives 
no power to deſtroy. them: TheZit/agztes thar threaten ſtones 
might as eaſily have-thrown ' them, that which reached to 
Jobs Chitdren, ſubſtance and skin , might have reached his 
life, but none in Heaven, earth or hell dare exceed -their com- 
miſſion, Nero burns the Chriſtians, but he could not conſume 
Chriſtianity. Dioclefian eres his Triumphs, Poſt deletum nomen 
Chriſtianum ; But they were. then alive that ſaw it wear the 
Imperial Diadem and purple. All the advantage Men obtain 
by fighting againſt the Intereſt of CHRIST and Chriſtians, is, 
that they ger their Grave in the Quarrel, which they digg 
with their own Hands. Let Winds. bluſter, Tides riſe, Ene- 
mies roar, Shelves rhreatcn, and Self ſtraiten, the Ship of the 
Church, and of particular Belcivers alſo, Fluftuat, (& nun- 
quam mergitur, -=-==-—e - 

Experience 6th, Before'Deliverance, Straits urge moſt, the 
day before the Dawning is darkeſt : Betwixt Malachie , the 
laſt of the Prophets (-who accordingto Biſhop. Uſher's Annals, 
lived Ammo M: 3589) and our Saviour's appearing, Anno Mc: 
35984, were 395 years, not a Prophet ſent in all this time, till 
the LORD of all rhe Prophets appears. Remark David here 
immediatly before his wearing the Crown ſtraitned, the next 
C hapter ſhews the death of Sau/, and thercafter his Solemn 
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Lxod: 14. 10. Ft Seq: obſerve how it ends Chapter: 15. 
throughout. Eyc the Pſalms, where many of them begins 
with Sadneſs, end with Comfort ; Yea, the Text begins with 
Diſtreſs, and ends with Encouragement, Thus it is alſo with 
private Chriſtians, as Experience will convince, when the 
Clouds are thickeſt, the Sky darkeſt, the Soul overcaſten, 
neither Sun nor Stars appearing for many dayes, a Harbour 
appcars forthe diſtreſſed Soul. 


| For Improvement, 

En we may -lcarn, firſt whar itis, that obſtrudts our 

Comfort; It is true, ſometime indeed, and yery ofren 
in melanchollic perſons , and unexperienced Souls, either the 
dark and duskie fumes of melanchollie thoughts, or. miſtakes 
about the Nature of GOD, unwarrantable conceits about 
Decrees, or exceſs in.paſſionate expreſſions of ſorrow, or miſ- 
taking the Nature of Faith and Repentance, or doubts about 
their perſeverance, or expecting perfetion, where GOD tex- 
pets only Sincerity with the Merits of JESUS to make the 
Soul compleat ; Theſe often diſcourage, but it is as certain, 
that there are Spiritual Derclictions for a time, when the In- 
fluences from Heaven are denyed, and then Tilling and Sow- 
ing are ſti!l Duties; tho fruitleſs. Elſe what means that P/a: 
30. 6. 7. Certainly David appears no Melancholian , for he 
is deſcrived rather by a Sanguine Complexion, aRuddie Man. 
Thar alſo evinces this, 7/a: 49. 14, 15. JIn the 147h. verſe 
forgotten, in the other remembred , As that which z5 deareſt. 
It 15 true, that paſſage may be underſtood alſo, of temporal 
Dealings ; But not only, for the Scriptures are {o full, that 
they include at once, a literal and myſtical Senſe. As is evie 
dent in Citations in the New from the Old Teſtament, and in 
the Life of JESUS, which is the perfect Patern for the Chrifs 


tian, as to Doctrine and Life, (ce Job: x2. 27, Now is my Soul 
troubled, 


>, 
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troubled, and what fhall T ſay 2 If thus Clouds overcaſt a Soul 
thar never offended, what may us, who offend dayly 2 In 
the Apoſtles ye ce Inſtances of the fame, by comparing Rom 
7. 24. With Chap: 8. x. in the one veric, Not only Death, but 
the very Body of it, In the other, No Condemnation : Whether 
i be to be underſtood of the Regenerat or unregencrat, in 
ſome Senſe, it was truc of himſelf, whether in a primarie or 
fecondarie Senſe, it matters not; Yea, rhere is none that 
feck GOD ſincerely, and are acquaint with his Inward Deal- 
lings, but will find it, who will ſometimes be pur to it to 


labour in the Fire, and work all night and day; Yer catch 


nothing, and ly in the dark and deep dungeons, in the place 
of Dragons: at another time, ſome that live near Him, have 
their Hearts ſo full of Faithand Love, as to be forced to cry 
out, Zold LORD, T am but a Clay Veſſel, I can hold no more. 
Secondly, Hence ye may ce wherein ſolid Comfort and En-- 
couragement in GOD doth conſiſt, not.in the light and tran- 
cient flaſhes of Devotion, heats in Prayer or Praiſe, or Com- 
municating, Rhetorical Flouriſhes in a Preacher ; A Benign. 
bodily temper, warmed by ſome awakened. providence, wiil 
cauſe that. There is indecd an animal Religion, occaſioned 
by an influx of the animal ſpirits, and ſweetneſs of the Nerval 
Liquor; Bur this is not. that encouragement in GOD, tho oft 
an excellent preparative for it. Bur it conſiſts in a mind diveſt- 


ed of ſenſe 'and Earth, that expets from the Fountain the 


clear and Chriſtal Streams: For the more there is of GOD, 
and the leſs of Earth in a comfart , the more it hath oft de- 
light, that is real: Whence it is. that Belicycrs when outward 
things are abſtracted, as here they were with David, arc en- 
larged within P/a/: 4. 7. Hatbb: 3. 17. 18. Thercisno fear 
of want of Comfort to theſe that have the GOD of Comforr. 
Temihi Deo, quid deeſt, When he is preſent , all things yicld 


delight, when he isabicat, they are but a burden, comforts 
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without him are croſſes, Croſſes with him are the ſweeteſt 
comforts, for waters are cleareſt in the Fountain. 

Thirdly, This informs, why the wciked have no comfort 
in their diſtreſs, they may have the dim Star-light of nature, 
or the variable Moon-light of feaſible things, which have 
ſome light, bur little heat, and Divine condeſcendance in- 
dulpes them in theſe, for encouragement to duty, and Juſtice 
ther. by ads to their reckoning ; Bur when they retire unto 
GOD in trouble, rhey ſee nothing bur dimancſs and diſtreſs, 
1/a.8.22. The very comfortable attributes of Love and Mercy 
 Jook afquint on them. What is Mercy to a ſoul that ſlights 
it? What is Love to theſe that hate GOD and his wayes ? 
What is Holineſs, but a pure light to-ſhew their: ſpots? Yea, 
what is Hcaven bur a place where theſe- that Love. GOD, and 
arc beloved of him, dwell? Bur what is allthis rothem, bur 
the cying the Kings Palace, while they are in the Dungeon? - 
What are to them the promiſes of the Word, but a ſealed 
Fountain? Yea,their choiceſt comforts look terrible on them, 
their meat feeds them only for the ſlaughitcr; But. when dif- 
rrels comes, fee how the Poor thing ſhakes, as Nero, Nec Ami- 
cum habeo nec inimicum. Here bone companions and-pot friends - 
may divert their thoughts a' while; But when thar is :gone, 
all is ſpent; ſtill no- encouragement in GOD. I proceed to 
orant ſome dircions proper from this Dotrine. | 

Direftion x. Fear GOD's frowns moſt, let Him be both your 
Dread and Truſt; They that fear Him necd fear nothing elſe. 
.1 Pet: 3. 13. What ſhall harm you if ye befollowers of that which 
7s good ? The fear of GOD caſts out a laviſh ſervile fear of 
diſtruſt, the cowardly fear of ſufferings, the anxious fear of 
rroubleſom doubts, the perplexing fear of our own weakneſs, 
bur not a reverential fear of GOD, and obediential of Supe- 
rjors, inrelafnve duties, nor a due diſtruſt of corrupt ſelf, but 
ceſc that in the dne order, cye GOD moſt, and menleaſt, * 
have molt ſolid comfort. Pſalr 42. 10, Reproaches are a fword 
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aw bis Fleſh, the preſence of GOD, Y: «cr. A cordial art the 
heart, Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul? 

Direfion 2, Eye GOD in ſtraits, its by Him we mult leap 
over theleWals, He it is that gives toHis beloved fleep and reſt: 
Mean thifts, humane policy ; Yea, prudential methods may 
weather off a-ſtroake and ſinful trickes, or Arts may divert ir, 
as Davids-counterfeiring mad before A4chiſh; But tolid encour- 
rageraents is only from Him, that calms the Waves rage and 
peoples tumult. When the Sun appears the beaſts of the Field 
betakes unto their dens, the Shaddows of the night arc gone: | 
ſo His Preſence makes Humane. fear. dwiadle unto no- 
thing. In doubts indeed the Soul will be ready roſay , Pſad. 
77.3.1 remembred GOD and was troubled ; but when the cloud 
is over, then ye may hear other Language, Pſalm 94: 19: It 

the multitude of my thoughts within me ( perplexed like the 
branches of a'trec, as the Original bears ) thy comforts delight 
my Soul. | 

Dire4ton 3. Secure an Intereſt in His Power, All-ſufficiencie 

and Covenant; After troubles, that was comfortable to the Fa-- 
ther of the Faithful, Gen: 15: 1: 1 am thy ſhield, and thy exceed- 
ing great reward, a ſhield to ſheiter, a reward to cheer ; he had 
been under the power of the five Kings, chap: 14: they might 
return, for their ſwords, here was a ſhield : He had refuſed to 
take of the prey, for that , GOD is, .valde magnum bonum , or 
nerces mulra, Pſal: 84: 11: A Sun for CalefaCtion, Vivification, 
Direction and Spiritual Motion, a ſhicld for Prote&tion. Bur 
what ſignifies GODS Allfufficiency without an Intereſt , its 
that which ſecures the promiſe, //: 54.10. Its aſtable Covec-: 
nant, bur a Coyenant ſtill, and that includes dutics as well 
as priviledges. Jehovah Zebaoth can ſhelrer his friends, and 
ſhatter his enemies, but what is that to thee, -if not thy GOD ? 

Direfion 4. Endeavour ſtcdfaſt walking with GOD here, 
in outward and inward {traites, ſee Davids courage, at _ 
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ther time amidſt ſplendid bl. 7% HER ſee what droupinge, 
Pſal: 51. 12. Reſtore unto. me the joy of thy Salvation. Yet in 
drouping fits, P/al: 22. 1. The Soul ican utter my GOD, tho he 
add, forſaken, Heats in duty are valuable only as they pro- 

. move Holy walking, bur ifthey be uſed to ſuperiede Chriſtian 
walking,cither in abſolute or relative dutzes,its like theHusband 
man that expeAs all from the influences of Heaven, and puts 
his Hand in his Boſome. Let Antinomians talk as they will, 
Comfort; tho it be not the Reward of Merite, yet itis of La- 
bour, aſſiſted by free Grace. The Heart on GOD, and the 
Hand at Work, by a Circumſpe& walking, go on well. If 
GOD indeed withdraw, we droup,. bur if we withdraw, He 
tells by Azariah, 2 Chron: 15. 2. If ye be with Him, He is 
with you, but if ye forſake Him , He will forſake you. Holy ' 
Walking, may have Clouds, but they will drop down, and 
will have Comfort in the Work, more in the Reward. 

For Conclufrou, Let us be Strong in the LORD, and the 
Power of His Might; Let Diſtreſſes come and*go, Comforts 
and Encouragements, draw or withdraw ; Yet our GOD liy- 
eth, and bleſſed be our Hope. If the LORD be our GOD, . 
there will not want Encouragement, If He ſhine we are Warm, 
if He withdraw, we Freeze. Let Earth and hell threaten, - 
Men and devils rage, Diſtreſſes and Doubts ariſe ; In the 
LORD JEHOVAH.: is everlaſting Strength Did we bur 
know GOD, all theſe-would proye like the Waves daſhing 
on a Marble Rock, that Waſhes, bur docs not batrer it. 


O LORD. let the World frown, if Thou Favour : Let it florm, 
if Thou Strengthen: Let the Ark of my Soul fleat on the rifng 
waves of diſtreſs, if JESUS be within, Fe will rebuke the florm, | 
and. ſpeate Peate, Foy, and Comfort, Amen,. | 
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A POEM. 


"JE Sky looks thick and boiſtrous Storms appear: 

| Smart Hailſtones dart down through the Atmo Sphere. 

Fightings without, and Fears within are nigh, 

Frowns from all Quarters ſadly T eſpy.. 

Soul, Body, Goods, Relations, drop away : 

A Gourd ordain'd for Night, waits not the Day. 

Are all theſe gone 2 Doth nothing yet remain, 

A drouping Soul to chear, in ſaddeſt Pain 2 

Chear up my Soul, the Clouds begin to burſt, 

And ſcatter Fruiteful Showers to water Duſt. 

Look up, beyond the Azure Sky, and ſee 

Love in the Looks v great Elſhaddai's Eye. 

Are Hoſts combin'd > The GOD of Hoſts hath Power, 

Does Wants oppreſs > Here is the Richeſt Store. 

Do Duſtie Mortals frown2 His Soveraign Arne 

Can thee ſecure, from Force, Fear, Fraud, and Farms. 

| But what is this to me? If not my GOD 2? 

. This, this tlotheaſe me of the heavy Load. 

* Come then, My GOD, commaud a Calmwith me. 
Smiles (more than Frowns) flow from that Beauteous Eye. 
Tl get me up, beyond that Stormie Sky : 

Eye, Feel, and Taſte, yond Pleaſures, Sweet as Fligh. 


